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The Egyptian Symbolic Presence in Tayma and AlUla: A Reading of the

Inscription of Ramesses I11
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Abstract:
This study sheds light on one of the most prominent archaeological
testimonies of the historical ties between Pharaonic Egypt and the
Arabian Peninsula, by examining the inscription of King Ramesses IlI
discovered in the oasis of Tayma in northwestern Saudi Arabia. The
research aims to analyze this inscription as a unique example of Egypt's
symbolic presence beyond the Nile Valley, particularly within the context
of the ancient trade and religious route known as the Incense Route.
Through a meticulous linguistic analysis of the inscribed hieroglyphic
text and symbolic comparisons with similar inscriptions from Sinai and
Nubia, the study highlights the distinction between Egypt’s economic or
military presence and the cultural-symbolic influence embodied by the
Tayma inscription.
The research further explores the role of the neighboring oasis of AlUla
as a cultural hub connected to Egypt, evident in its funerary iconography
and tomb architecture. It also emphasizes the modern contributions of the
Royal Commission for AlUla in reviving and preserving this shared
heritage.
Ultimately, the study offers a new interpretation of "symbolic diplomacy"
during the New Kingdom, demonstrating how inscriptions served as tools
of cultural assertion without reliance on conventional forms of power.

Keywords: Ramesses |1l — Tayma — Symbolic Presence — Incense Route
— Hieroglyphic Inscriptions
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Experience AlUIla Official Site. Rock Art and Inscriptions in AlUla. Retrieved

from: https://www.experiencealula.com/en/about/features/rock-art-and-
inscriptions-in-alula
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